
OUR ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENT

SAM FOR LIBRARIES

continued on page 4 continued on page 4

Amber Capps, Development Assistant, ICPL Friends Foundation

Sam Helmick, Community and Access Services Coordinator

I’m excited to step into a new role as an advocate for libraries 
as the 2024-2025 president-elect of the American Library 

Association (ALA) and want to share my passion for how 
libraries serve as incubators of opportunity. Libraries, as I see 
them, are not just places to borrow materials—they are hubs 
of innovation, learning, and connection. They open doors to 
new ideas, provide access to resources for personal growth, 
and create places for everyone, regardless of background. 
Whether you’re learning video editing in the Digital Media 
Lab, attending lectures in the meeting rooms, or enjoying a 
“Stories in the Park” before hopping on the ICPL Bookmobile, 
libraries offer something for everyone everywhere.  

The American Library Association supports and advocates for 
libraries in their essential work nationwide. With this support, 
libraries continue to serve as pillars of democracy, ensuring 
free and open access to information. 

The Iowa City Public Library Friends Foundation 
(ICPLFF) has teamed up with the Iowa City Landfill 

and Recycling Center to introduce a new community program 
that encourages residents to donate and recycle their unwanted 
books. This initiative aims to ensure that usable, quality books 
find new homes, while those beyond repair are recycled, 
helping to keep them out of the landfill.

“While recycling is beneficial, it is even better if we can reduce 
and reuse whenever possible. Continuing to use quality books 
if they are intact is more impactful in reducing our climate 
footprint than just recycling them. Making this program even 
more sustainable, we are thrilled that funds raised through this 

Libraries transform to meet the needs of their 
communities. Some of the earliest public 

libraries in the eastern U.S. included the word ‘free’ 
in their names to signal a shift from earlier models 
of libraries as private institutions, which charged 
membership fees and were typically accessible only 
to white, affluent men (Garrison, 1979). The Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which outlawed segregation in 
public spaces, further expanded access to libraries. 
 
For over a decade, libraries like the Iowa City Public 
Library have evolved to meet the changing landscape 
of digital access, as advancements in technology 
have made information more accessible to the public 
than ever before. Libraries have evolved into vibrant 
community centers designed to address diverse civic 
and social needs, while continuing to feature even 
larger and more diverse collections of books for 

continued on page 3

LIBRARIES AS BEACONS
Katie Roche, Development Director,
ICPL Friends Foundation

Casey Maynard, Children's Services Librarian, 
during ‘StoryJam,’ a program held each Wednesday 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Iowa City Public Library.
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Dear ICPL Community, 

As we move through the winter season, 
I’m reminded of how much our Library 
benefits from your support—not only 
through your visits and use of our 
services, but through your generosity 
in time and donations. Every time you 
attend a program, check out a book, bring 
your family to storytime, or participate 
in an event, you’re contributing to the 
strength and vitality of the Iowa City 
Public Library.

We are grateful to our volunteers who 
give their time and talent to help keep 
things running smoothly. Whether it’s 
greeting patrons at the Welcome Desk, 
assisting shoppers in The Book End, 
organizing book sales, or serving on 
the ICPL or Friends Foundation boards, 
your efforts help keep the Library a 
welcoming, inviting place for everyone.

DIRECTOR'S LETTER
Elsworth Carman, ICPL Director

The Book End, located on the second 
floor of the Iowa City Public Library, 
features gently used books for sale at 
extremely affordable prices! You’re sure 
to find lots of great reads to take home.

• Hardcovers – $5
• Paperbacks – $2
• Young adult – $1
• Children’s books – 25¢

The Book End is staffed entirely by 
volunteers who love reading and 
are happy to recommend books or 
authors for you to enjoy.  From fiction 
and non-fiction to audiobooks and 
DVDs, there’s plenty to explore at  
The Book End! Stop by and find your 
next favorite book today!

THE BOOK END

Libraries as Beacons, continued from front page

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

12:30pm – 4:30pm
10:30am – 7:30pm
10:30am – 4:30pm
10:30am – 7:30pm
10:30am – 4:30pm
10:30am – 4:30pm
11:00am – 3:30pm

Volunteers operate The 
Book End to benefit ICPL. 

If volunteers are not 
available, the store is not 
open, and you may shop 
at The Book Nook on the 
first floor of the Library.

Thank you!

Look for our new expanded hours in January!

Thank you, too, to those who have made 
financial contributions. Your generosity 
helps us expand our programs, grow our 
collection, and create more opportunities 
for learning and engagement in our 
community. These gifts ensure that the 
Library remains a hub for education, 
culture, and connection for everyone 
in Iowa City.

Your continued support—whether 
through your time, participation, or 
donations—allows us to do more for our 
community. On behalf of the Library 
team, thank you for being such an 
important part of our community and 
for helping us make the Iowa City Public 
Library a place for all.

In gratitude, 

check-out. Central to this transformation is the Library Bill of 
Rights, approved by the American Library Association (ALA) 
Council on June 19, 1939, during its Annual Conference in 
San Francisco. The statement was inspired by an earlier draft 
written in 1938 by Forrest Spaulding, Director of the Des 
Moines Public Library. The Library Bill of Rights emerged 
during a time marked by the rise of totalitarian regimes, 
beginning with a caution: “Today indications in many parts 
of the world point to growing intolerance, suppression of free 
speech, and censorship affecting the rights of minorities and 
individuals” (ALA, Library Bill of Rights). 

During the 2024 legislative session in Iowa, several bills were 
introduced that threatened the essential work of libraries, 
unprecedented in our state’s history. These proposals aimed 
to undermine library governance, intellectual freedom, and 
First Amendment rights by restricting access to information. 
Some even sought to criminalize the professional practices 
of libraries and librarians, as seen in prior efforts like HF 
2176 in 2022. This type of censorship poses a serious risk to 
preserving the rights, stories, histories, and diverse perspectives 
that libraries strive to protect and promote. 

It is crucial that we stand together to defend our libraries 
and the essential role they play in preserving and promoting 
a diverse and inclusive society. Libraries are not just places 
for books; they are safe havens for all individuals, offering 
resources and support that reflect a wide range of voices and 
experiences. By fostering an environment where everyone 
feels welcome, libraries contribute to the richness of our 
communities and empower individuals to share their stories. 
As we face growing challenges to access and expression, it 
becomes even more important to advocate for these institutions 
that champion the values of equality and understanding. 

Take action by reaching out to your local representatives and 
city council members, expressing your support for library 
funding and policies that protect intellectual freedom. A 
personal message about what your library means to you can 
make a meaningful difference. Together, we can ensure that 
libraries continue to thrive as beacons of knowledge and 
inclusivity for generations to come. 

And remember, the easiest and most accessible way to advocate 
for your libraries is to use them and use them frequently. 

Garrison, Dee. Apostles of Culture: The Public Librarian and 
American Society, 1876-1920. New York: Free Press, 1979.
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program can offer direct support to our 
local public library, a vital community 
resource,” stated Jane Wilch, Recycling 
Coordinator.

Supporting the Iowa City Public Library 
and caring for the planet is easy—just 
self-sort your used books and other 
accepted media at either the Iowa City 
Landfill and Recycling Center or the 

Iowa City Public Library. Materials that 
meet donation criteria at the Landfill 
will be sent to Thrift Books for online 
sales which are expected to generate 
about $10,000 annually for the Library. 
Materials donated at the Library 
generate about $30,000 annually and 
are sold online, at book sales, and at 
The Book End bookstore located on 
the second floor of the Library.

This aligns with my belief that libraries 
are our community anchor institutions 
in their knowledgeable curation and 
equitable provision of the information, 
technology, and support which 
transforms lives.

Locally, the Iowa City Public Library 
is a shining example of this mission. 
It serves as a gathering space, a 
digital data hub, and a platform for 

lifelong learning. Whether it’s offering 
educational programs for children, 
skill development for job seekers, or 
free access to resources, our Library is 
a beacon of opportunity for everyone. 

While the White House is often 
referred to as the “People’s House”, in 
many communities, the public library 
is the real “House of the People”. It 
provides shelter, space, camaraderie, 
and the chance to better understand 
our shared humanity. Our library is a 
place where everyone belongs and has 
the opportunity to simply be but also 
grow. 

In this presidential role in ALA, my 
goal is to continue advocating for the 
incredible work libraries do, while 
remaining fully committed to my work 

as the Coordinator of Community and 
Access Services at the Iowa City Public 
Library. I want to ensure that everyone 
recognizes how essential libraries are 
in fostering strong, educated, and 
connected communities. Through my 
role at ICPL, I’ve seen firsthand how 
libraries create opportunities every day, 
serving as the heart of our towns and 
cities by promoting economic growth, 
supporting public education, and 
advancing social inclusion.

It is a daily joy to work at the Iowa City 
Public Library and to be supported by 
our Iowa City Public Library Friends 
Foundation. Together, we celebrate 
our vital community institution as 
we champion for the bright future of 
our library and all the opportunities 
it brings.
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Sam Helmick, Community and 
Access Services Coordinator

Doug Brenner, 2023 ICPL Volunteer of 
the Year, pictured in The Book End
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ICPL Friends Foundation Honor Roll of Donors 
Generous contributions from the following friends of the Iowa City Public Library made a difference for thousands of people.  
The special gifts of money, books, movies, music, and other items were received from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 
(Fiscal Year 2024) by the Iowa City Public Library Friends Foundation. Please contact us at development@icpl.org or  
319-356-5249 with any questions. Thank you for showing your library love with your wonderful generosity.

Jane Van Voorhis & 
Kurt Anstreicher

Victoria & Timothy Walch
Michael & Anne Welsh
Gary & LaDonna Wicklund
Marc Wold & Madeline Shae
Laurie & Mark Zaiger
Lori Ziegenhorn &  

Murray Bouschlicher

Reader’s Circle 
$100 - 249
Anonymous 
Kent & Kay Ackerson
Marjorie Albers
Don & Joan Alton
Olivia Atcherson
Athens History Circle
Richard & Julie Ballandby
Ethel Barker
Christine & Pat Luzzie
Jerry Baughman
Dr. Beasley
Barbara Behr
Natalee Bell
Constance & David Berman
Puja Birla
Adele Bonney
Susan Boyd
David Bronder & Jennifer 

Zimmerman Bronder
Mark Brookfield & Jane Murphy
Wendy Brown
Julie Burton
Angie & David Bywater
Bill & Linda Bywater
Jeanne Cadoret
Wesley M. Caliger
Dan Campion
Amber, Jeff, Adelaide, 

& Louisa Capps
Elsworth & Lia Carman
Patrice & Tom Carroll
Phyllis Chang & Judy Gerlitz
Jeff Charis-Carlson
Michael Cilek
Dr. Melanie Cleveland
Brett Cloyd & Debra Venzke
Karen Corbin & Kathleen Cahill
Lino Clemente Cordero
Lois Cox
Hayley Crabb
Lynne & Jim
Dr. Brenda Cruikshank
Jim & Laurie Cubit
John Culshaw
Dan & Laurie Cummins
David Curry & Donna Friedman
Shirle Dohrman
Mindy Olson & Ethan Domke
Erin & Kristopher Dougherty
David & Susan Dozark
Michael & Patricia Duffel
Oguz Durumeric & 

Robin Paetzold
Maggie Elliott
Joan Falconer
Bridget & Michael Feagler
Erin Feltes
Nancy Fick
Jill Fishbaugh
Sue Forde
Karin Franklin

Teresa & Adam Galluzzo
Bruce Gantz
Gretchen Van Houten
James Gloer
Janice M. Goldsmith
Tim & Deb Grieves
Nicki Gross
Kathy Grove & Shelley Plattner
Lyn Hafner
Diana Harris
Anita Hartwig
Melanie & Bruce Haupert
Margaret & Mark Heffron
Patricia Heiden & 

William Waldie Jr.
Jerry Hilgenberg
Maggie Hogan
Judy & Jim Houghton
Kenneth Hubel
DJ Johnk
Phillip E. & Jo Lavera Jones
John & Jan Kardos
Pamelia Kemper
John & Mary Kenyon
Bill & Holly Kenyon
Maggie Keyser
Bill & Judith Knabe
John & Claudia Knutson
Joyce & Larry Kral
Dr. Douglas & Judy LaBrecque
Jim & Catherine Lane
Steven & Karen Laughlin
Heidi Lauritzen
Gary Lawrenson & Linda Rice
John LePeau
Carolyn Loops
David & Martha Lubaroff
Gary & Sharon Lust
Stephanie & Ray Manning
Joanne & Mike Margolin
David & Diane Martin
Emily J. Martin
Patricia & Nicholas 

Mason-Browne
Sarah McClure
Erin McCormick & Debra 

McFall-Wallerich
Maureen McCue
Otis McGowan
Linda McGuire
Isaac Medina
John Menninger
Ray Michels
Stan Miller & Kathy Polvi
George & Deborah
Shelley Mockler
Joann Moore
Bill & Wendy Moorhead
Mark & Johnna Neary
Barbara Ney & Daniel Brock
Carrie Z. Norton
Betsy Boyd & Bill Nusser
Kathleen Obereley
Helen Oldis
Jenny & Ryan Olson
David Owen & Ellen Kamoe
Brent Palmer & Karen Fischer
James & Laure
And & Ryan Peterson
David & Lora Phillips
Wally Plahutnik &  

Victoria Walton
Diane & Nathan Platte

Steve Price & Jan Myatt
David Raymond &  

Kathleen Alling
Denise Rehmke
Stan & Cheryl Ridgeway
Curt & Mary Dole-Ritter
John & Eileen Robinson
Mary Robinson
Bill & Judith Robison
Edward Romano & Lisa Collier
Tom & Carol Rosenberger
Jim & Janet Ross
Jennifer Royer
Steven & Joan Russett
Ralph & Mary Russo
Jayne Sandler
Jackie Sangster
John & Elizabeth Schacht
John Schmidt & Allison York
Larry & Susan Schott
Chris Schuster & Josh Moe
Dr. William & Winifred Scott
Lynette Seigley
John & Victoria Sharp
Joanne Shaver
Maya Simon
William & Karen Sivitz
Anne Skinstad
James Snitzer
Gary & Jeanne Snyder
Charlotte Sojka
Scott Spak & Rachael Carlson
Dan & Beth Stence
Tricia Stiles
John & Elizabeth Stratton
Shel & Ann Stromquist
Lindsey Sullivan
Susan Sweeney
Sharon Thayer
Barbara & Michael Thomas
Ellen Twinam
Roberta & Steven Ungar
Janet Wahl
Bruce & Dedi Walker
Jean M. Walker
Jeffrey Wallerich & Debra 

McFall-Wallerich
Woody & Ruby Watson
George & Rebecca Way Bergus
Marcia Wegman
Dr. Douglas & Beverly Weismann

D. Jane Weno
David & Kathleen Wilder
Shirley Wyrick
William Zeitler

Book Lovers $1 - 99
Anonymous
Connie Aalderks
Lois Albrecht
Marilyn Albright
Christine Allen
Susan Anderson
Michael Anderson
Alexander Arman
Margo Ballou
Stephen Bartenhagen
Heather Baumgartner
Roger Beerman
Michael & Ingrid Benda
Joan Benson & Michelle Hills
Dan & Minette Black
Jeremy Brashaw
Robert & Vida Brenner
Carl Brown
Marianne Brown
Ruth Burt
Melissa Caminneci
Joni Caplan
Melissa Caras
Chris Carman
Thomas Carsner
Angeline Chung
Joe Cilek
Sarah Clark
Jody Hovland & Ron Clark
Elizabeth Clothier
Rosalind Conrad
Courtney Cooke
Dr. John & Mrs. 

Suzanne Cowdery
Os Cresson
KA Cross
Christy Curry Hoyland 

& Kevin Hoyland
James D. Curtis
Thomas Dean
Jane DeWitt
Terry & Jo Dickens
Lorraine Dorfman
Richard & Debra Dorzweiler
Cynthia Doyle

David & Karen Drake
Melody Dworak
McKenzie Edwards
Christine Ewert
Dirk Felleman
Sharon Fortney
Dick & Dixie Fowler
Trudy Fraser
Craig & Nancy Fratzke
Heather Garrett
Carl Geiken
Rachel & Stratis Giannakouros
Ken & Virginia Gibson
Eric & Kerri Goers
Harry Graves
D. Nadine Hardy
Shelagh Hayreh
Travis Henderson
Margaret Hibbs
Jonna Higgins-Freese
Roberta Holstein
Charlotte Horning
Katherine & Jim House
Sadie Hruby
Veronica Hubbard
Denise Hutchinson
Robert & Mary Jehle
Ana Jimenez
Madison Kato
Hurmat Kazmi
Sharon & Robert Kesselring
Mickey Key
George Khal
Betsy & Garry Klein
Ron Knoche
Gene & Carole Knutson
Catherine E. Koeppen
John & Trish Koza
William & Deborah Kueter
Charlene Lange
Jasmine Lee
Tim & Deb Lehman
Lynda Leidiger
Olivia Lewis
Claudia Lientz
Karl & Vicki Lonngren
Clare Loussaert
Ruth Lutz
Chuck & Karen Lynch
Monique MacLay Shore
Anne & Bryan Mangano

Anne & Steve Mann
Susan Marks & Steve Hall
P. Kathy Maxey
Kory May
Casey Maynard
Mary McCarthy
Diane McGraw
Alexys McGuire
David & Anne McLaughlin
Kembrew McLeod & 

Lynne Nugent
Tom & Mary McMurray
Philip & Julia Mears
Linda Meloy
The Minnesota Twins
Marcia A. Murphy
Mai Nguyen
The Nineteenth Century Club
David & Beth Noyes
Danielle Oakes
Anna Olswanger
Glen Osborn & Marbro 

Rush-Osborn
Caitlin Owens
Steve & Kathleen Parrott
Jason Paulios
Scott & Theresa Perkins
Danielle Peterson
Angela Pilkington
Andrew B. Piro
Caitlin Plathe
Brent Porter
Robert Lucas Chapter 

of The Questers
Jannel Ramirez
Mark & Carole Ramsey
Norma Rarick
Gillian & Timothy Raw
Mari Reddington
Brady Reeves
Janelle Rettig & Robin Butler
Kathryn Reuter
Jim & Anne Ridenour
Shawna Riggins
John Roarick
John S. & Paula A. Robinson
Robert & Barbara Roelf
Joe Rohwedder
Peter Rolnick & Sue 

Rolnick-Abrahams
Eric & Christine Rumsey

Robert Saunders
Sienna Schaeffer
Valeria & Steven Schnor
Larry & Judith Schroeder
Linda Schuchert
Thomas Schulein
Kyle Schulte
William & Mary Schulte
Deborah Schultz
Stephen & Anne Scott
Mary Jo & James Scott
Mary Searing
Barbara Seglem
Nancy Senneff
Melissa Serenda
Pete & Lynn Sidwell
Erica Sigwarth
Jane Skinner
Kathryn Smith
Greg & Jeri Smith
Candice Smith & Adam Witte
Mary & Eldon Snyder
Dan Song
Helen Spalding
Sandy Sponcil
Judie Stadtlander
Keith Stepanek
Jennifer Stickney
Molly Stroh
Nate Sullivan
Christie & Sarah Thomas
John & Janet Tiffany
Mary Timlin
Robert Tinsley
Tisbest Philanthropy
Leonard and Charlotte Titus
Stephen & Nan Trefz
George Tresnak
Andrea Truitt
Jim & Grace Tully
Anna Turnquist
Donna Valiga
Lea VanderVelde
Cynthia Vanderwicken
Cassie Walizer
Joel & Cathy Wilcox
Stephen Wolcott
Wong Yi
Kineret & Joseph Zabner
Kami Zbanek Hill
Joseph Ziegler

AARE YOU A PART OF OUR RE YOU A PART OF OUR 
LEGACY SOCIETY?LEGACY SOCIETY?

We are so grateful for the generosity and forethought of our 
supporters who have informed us that they have included 

the Iowa City Public Library in their estate plans. 

Please let us know if you have included us in your planning so that 
we can update our records. To learn more about supporting the ICPL 

Friends Foundation in your will or trust, please contact our office 
by emailing development@icpl.org. We’re happy to assist you!

Thank you to our Partners of the Month Sponsors:
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Your Gifts Grow ICPL
Give everyone great library experiences with your financial donation to the Iowa 
City Public Library Friends Foundation. Every donated dollar makes a difference. 
Thank you for giving as generously as you can!

Giving is Easy!

Online - Visit supportICPL.org to use your credit card for a monthly or one-
time donation.

Mail - Deliver or mail this completed form with a check payable to Iowa City 
Public Library (ICPL) Friends Foundation. Mail to ICPL Development Office, 123 
S. Linn St, Iowa City IA 52240-1803. 

Text - iclibrary to 366283

Payroll deduction - Employees  of the City of Iowa City, Johnson County, The 
University of Iowa, or other local public and private employers can donate 
through Iowa Shares by naming "Iowa City Public Library Friends Foundation" 
at bit.ly/IAshares

Enclosed is my/our contribution of $

Literary Circle
$2,500 and more 	
Publisher’s Circle
$1,000-$2,499
Editor’s Circle
$500-$999 

Author’s Circle $250-$499	

Reader’s Circle $100-$249

Book Lovers $1-$99

Questions? Please contact development@icpl.org or call 319-356-5200.

address

city				    state		  zip

phone			   email

name(s)

Breaking your gift 
into smaller monthly 
donations really 
adds up! Donate $10 
or more a month to join our 
Reader’s Circle Friend Group! 
Donate $100 a month to join 
our Publisher’s Circle.


