
On Monday, Oct. 31, 2022, Katie 
Roche officially began her role 

leading the Iowa City Public Library 
Friends Foundation. Roche previously 
served as the Development Director for 
The Englert Theatre, a position that she 
has held for the last 11 years. 

While serving at the Englert, Roche 
also served as the Development Direc-
tor for Strengthen · Grow · Evolve, the 
joint capital and programmatic cam-
paign of The Englert and FilmScene. 
Roche studied photography and lit-
erature at the University of Iowa. She 
shared, “I am honored to join the team 
working to strengthen the programs, 
services, collections, and facilities of the 
Iowa City Public Library through my 
new role leading the Iowa City Public 
Library Friends Foundation.” 

For nearly two decades, Roche has been 
a nonprofit advisor, fundraising con-
sultant, and cultural advocator in the 

Johnson County area. She has collaborated with organizations such as Wright 
House of Fashion, South District SSMID, Iowa City Downtown District, and 
Public Space 1.

Roche brings her vast experience working with nonprofit organizations and proven 
experience in donor relations. We are honored to welcome her to the Iowa City 
Public Library. She succeeds Patty McCarthy, who served in the role for 18 years 
and retired from the position earlier this year. We interviewed Katie a bit to learn 
more about her.

Welcome Katie, continued on page 3

Sam Helmick, Community 
& Access Services Coordinator

“I read more because you come,” Doug 
chimed as he descended the Bookmo-
bile stairs with his weekly bag of books. 
Those kinds of comments are catnip for 
library workers and my entire coun-
tenance lit up. In truth, I have yet to 
work a shift for the Iowa City Public 

Library, whether Downtown or out in 
the community, that didn’t contain a 
moment of joyful connection or pleas-
ant exchange about how much the  
Library impacts the personal growth 
or entertainment of those we serve. It 
feels good to help others feel so good. 

On the Bookmobile bench, Edna wait-
ed for me to scan her books, and tilt-
ed her head as she contemplated my 
beaming face. “There’s a German word 
for what you’re feeling right now, Sam: 
Freudenfreude.”

Freudenfreude, continued on page 4

Welcome
Katie

Winter 2022/2023

Freudenfreude Sam Helmick, Community & Access Services Coordinator
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Traditionally, the winter edition of 
The Window has been dedicated to 

acknowledging and thanking our do-
nors, volunteers, and advocates. This 
tradition provides a rare and special op-
portunity to intentionally and specifical-
ly celebrate the impacts of the gifts we 
are given by community members and 
library lovers near and far. This year, it 
also marks a change in the leadership of 
ICPL’s Development Office. 

It is a privilege to honor the legacy of 
Patty McCarthy and the incredible work 
she did during her nearly 18 years as the 
ICPL Development Director, while at 
the same time, welcome Katie Roche 
into that role. 

Katie has been an active member of the 
Iowa City community for a long time 
and will be a familiar face to many of 
you. Whether you already know Katie 
or haven’t met her yet, I encourage you 

Director's Letter
Elsworth Carman, ICPL Director

to reach out and say hello.  Share your 
library stories and listen to hers. Let her 
know about your ideas for library aware-
ness-building and fundraising.  Hearing 
directly from community members will 
help Katie—and the rest of the library 
staff—continue to adapt our services to 
best meet your needs.   

The Library is so fortunate in its strong 
history of support from the ICPL Friends 
Foundation and broader community. It 
is a joy to reflect on and share the impact 
your investments and gifts create every 
day at the Iowa City Public Library.

Thank you for helping us make space 
for new and different approaches to li-
brary advocacy and fundraising and for 
remembering the shared successes of the 
past. ICPL is a living, growing organi-
zation, and we are so thankful for your 
support! 
With gratitude, Elsworth Carman  

The Book End store, located on the sec-
ond floor of the Iowa City Public Li-
brary, features gently used books for sale 
at extremely affordable prices! You’re 
sure to find lots of great reads to take 
home.

• Hardcovers – $5
• Paperbacks – $2
• Young adult – $1
• Children’s books – 25¢

The Book End is staffed entirely by 
volunteers who love reading and are 
happy to recommend books or au-
thors for you to enjoy.  From fiction 
and non-fiction to audiobooks and 
DVDs, there’s plenty to explore at  
The Book End store! Stop by and find 
your next favorite book today!

The Book End Store STORE HOURS
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

1:00pm – 3:30pm
10:30am – 7:30pm
10:30am – 4:30pm
10:30am – 7:30pm
10:30am – 4:30pm
10:30am – 4:30pm
11:00am – 3:30pm

Volunteers operate The 
Book End to benefit the 

ICPL. If volunteers are not 
available, the store is not 
open, and you may shop 
at The Book Nook on the 
first floor of the Library.

Thank you!
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What delights you the most about your new role so far?
I love this question! I’ve come to describe myself as someone 
who delights easily, but that makes it sound like something I 
merely experience by chance, when I’m really in the practice 
of deliberately activating my curiosity around everything I 
encounter throughout the day. Taking this practice into my 
new role leading the ICPL Friends Foundation, I’ve been de-
lighted to observe and better understand the expertise, passion, 
and humanity that everyone who works here brings to their 
roles. Cardholders and ICPL Friends should rest assured that 
the Library is in good hands with this extraordinary team.

What are aspects of the Library and its services that you 
appreciate?
I believe strongly in lifelong learning and the Library has end-
less ways to feed each of us whatever we seek to learn more 
about. I was pleased to discover that resident cardholders can 
access over 16,000 skill-building video tutorials in seven lan-
guages across business, creative, and technical categories via 
LinkedIn Learning. I also appreciate the way the Library pro-
vides services to people at every age and stage of life, from 
Book Babies to early voting access. Finally, I’ve come to learn 
that our collections and outreach are admired throughout 
the region as something that other libraries aspire to emulate. 

What are you looking forward to in the near future?
I am excited to learn all of the services, programs, collections, 
and facilities that the Library offers and to be able to lead the 
advocacy for ICPL, inspiring others to become committed 
advocates, donors, and volunteers. I’m also looking forward 
to meeting all of the ICPL Friends who help to strengthen 
the Library and understand what inspires their support!

What spaces and conversations do you look forward to 
seeing the Library play a part in this next season? 
As the conversation around banned books and intellectual 
freedom continues to be front and center, I’m looking for-
ward to the Library helping our community to engage with 
educational programming and information that allows our 
community to more deeply understand these complex issues.
 
What are you excited to contribute as the new Develop-
ment Director?
I’m committed to helping our community understand how our  
Library is funded and why their support is vital to our future. 
If you are in a position to support at any level, your support 
is welcome and appreciated. 

Respecting your rights to intellectual freedom and pri-
vacy, I wonder if you might share what you are current-
ly reading?
I appreciate the opportunity to share! I am currently reading 
two books that are very relevant to my new role:
1. A Century of Stories: The History of the Iowa City Public  
Library, 1896-1997 by Lolly Eggers
2. The Library: A Fragile History by Andrew Pettegree and  
Arthur der Weduwen 

In the scope of human history, public libraries are still fair-
ly new institutions and need our continued advocacy and 
protection. Throughout history, libraries have been threat-
ened or even destroyed during hostile regime changes and 
times of political strife. Libraries are truly one of the greatest 
achievements of human history and have come from a hard 
fought place to become the center of our communities. As 
writer Caitlin Moran says, “On a cold rainy island, (librar-
ies) are the only sheltered public spaces where you are not a 
consumer, but a citizen instead.” 

Welcome Katie, continued from front page

Thank you to our Partners of the Month Sponsors:

craft preparation, cleaning, program 
assistance, or general office tasks

COMMUNITY &
ACCESS SERVICES

welcome desk, 
collection

 inspection, 
sorting, 

cleaning, or
straightening

TEEN SERVICES
straightening, 
cleaning, 
tutoring, ideas, 
programming, 
outreach, 
or tours

Book End store, 
book sorting, 
special book 

sales, or data 
entry

CHILDREN'S
SERVICES

DEVELOPMENT
      OFFICE

VOLUNTEER AT IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY!
Adults and teens are eligible to participate in the volunteer program. Each department has a minimum expected time and 

commitment of attendance. Volunteer opportunities depend on the number of openings and applicant’s availability.
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“Yep! It’s like the opposite of schaden-
freude. Freudenfreude is a feeling that 
functions kind of like vicariously living 
through someone else's wins. It is experi-
encing happiness when others are happy 
and thriving.” She went on to explain 
the nuances of schadenfreude, freuden-
freude, and even gluckschmerz (which 
is displeasure at other’s good fortune). 

Learning is a common side effect for 
both sides of a library interaction. Staff 
serve as informational guides, encour-
agers, and thought partners to the com-
munity and in turn we learn from you. 
We help you deep dive into fascinating 
topics and your examples of persever-
ance, determination, and enthusiasm 
instruct us too. Everybody wins. 

“I feel it too,” Edna shared. I imag-
ine that is very true. Two of her holds 
were to read with her grandchildren 
over Zoom. Another two were for the 
multiple (and decades long) book clubs 
she maintains with friends and family. 
The Library enables us all to taste freud-
enfreude. Just like Doug and Edna, all 
are welcome to access and potential. 

It is uplifting to observe tech, job seek-
ing, and reference queries shine both vir-
tually and in-person. Programming for 
all ages is bursting at the seams in variety 
and attendance. The Library collection 
(which is often described as world class) 
flourishes. More than 1.2 million items 
circulated last year! In 2022, Outreach 

Freudenfreude, continued from front page

and ICPL Bookmobile stops expanded 
by over twenty-percent to build connec-
tion, community, and joy. 

If I were to assign a daily theme to 
ICPL, words like change, exciting, de-
veloping, and happy leap to mind. The 
Library’s positive impacts and purpose 
is made manifest by patrons, volun-
teers, supporters, and staff. Our wins 
are shared and far reaching. Togeth-
er we build opportunity, learning, and 
community which makes every day a 
freudenfreude day. Thank you for your 
gifts of advocacy, time, and support to 
those wins. Thank you for using your 
Library. Thank you for your joy which 
permits us to experience more joy too.
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Angie Pilkington, Childrens Services Coordinator

The Iowa City Public Library Winter Reading program starts Sunday, December 18.  
Reading Makes Me Hoppy is open to all readers age 3 and older. You can register yourself 
(or group), log your winter reading online, or print Reading Makes Me Hoppy gamecards 
at icpl.org/wrp. You can also pick up a gamecard at the Library or the ICPL Bookmobile.

When you complete the program you will receive a themed mug and cocoa! ICPL staff can 
connect you with wonderful stories this season to match your favorite topics, genres, and 
format. Connect with us at icpl.org/ask or at 319-356-5200 to learn more. 

Are you a fan of shopping online? The ICPL website 
lets you “shop” for books online too, but without 
any pesky debits from your bank account. ICPL 
offers several ways to browse library books 
online. Right on the homepage, ICPL features 
new topics each month - books just sitting on 
our shelves waiting for you. Our homepage lets 
you browse staff recommendations, movies, and 
music. It also highlights new items just added to 
the collection. You’ll find more ways to browse 
at: icpl.org/browse. 

You can filter by your areas of interest when you 

Online browsing

browse online! For a completely random pick 
check out the Surprise Me! game. Select your 
areas of interest and see what the game pops 
up! Hit the button as many times as you like to 
grow your list. This tool is great for people who 
wish to try a new book outside their regular 
reading habits. 

At Home patrons can have their picks mailed to 
their home. For the rest of us: Browse online, 
reserve your favorite options, then select your 
preferred destination (the Downtown Library 
or ICPL Bookmobile) for pick up!

T he Iowa City Public Library pro-
vides free access to the popular cre-

ativebug online resource for resident 
cardholders living in Iowa City, Hills, 
University Heights, Lone Tree, or rural 
Johnson County.
 
ICPL patrons can enjoy unlimited ac-
cess to thousands of online art and craft 
class videos for all skill levels, includ-
ing creativebug's “daily practice” series 
to explore things like watercolor play, 
bookmaking, Procreate, carving rub-
ber stamps, and keeping a sketchbook.
 
The easy-to-navigate website features 
topics in art & design, sewing, paper 
crafts, holidays and parties, knitting and 
crochet, quilting, jewelry, and more. Plus 
it keeps track of your progress through 
your partially-watched videos and what 
you want to try next! With new classes 
added every month, users can browse by 
skill levels, quick or multi-part projects, 
specialty techniques, or video tutorials 
best suited for children.

To access creativebug, visit creativebug. 
com/lib/icpl. Enter your library card 
number and PIN/password to create 
a free account. Contact us by phone, 
email, chat, or in person with your ques-
tions or success stories.

Stacey McKim, Adult Services Library
Assistant, Digital Media Lab

Melody Dworak, Librarian

winter
reading program

icpl.org/wrp

december 18 - february 18

Hot chocolate

mug!

COMING SOON
ICPL is adding a Cricut Maker 3 to the 
Digital Media Lab in the coming months, 
so you'll be able to take advantage of the 
many Cricut projects in 
creativebug, too!

December 15, 6pm
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Generosity Makes a Big Difference for ICPL
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Thomas K. Dean and Susan  

M. Prepejchal
Peter and Ellen Densen
Jane DeWitt
Robert and Diane DeWitt
Eugene Dierking
Caroline Dieterle
David and Karen Drake
Donald and Nancy Drake
Brian and Debra Drunasky
Kathy Emmons
James and Ann Estin
John and Wanda Evans
Kerry Evans
Joe and Brenda Ewing
Donna Farley
Richard L. Ferguson
Michael Finnegan
Jill Fishbaugh
Joan Frantz
Janet Freeman
William and Margaret Furlong
Heidi Galer
Alison Ames Galstad and 

Wanda Schwartz
Carolyn Gardner
Miriam Gardner
Jennie Garner
Robert S. George
Jennifer Gloeckner Powers
Joan Godwin
Sandy Green
Gregory and Kristin Grimsley
Mary J. Gringer
Robyn Groff
Mary F. Hacker
Jean Hagen
Kristin Hanson
Steve Harding
D. Nadine Hardy
Steven Hauser
James Hawtrey
Deborah Heath
Marisa Hecht
Justin Hepker and Lauren Coyne
Anne Hesse
Charles S. and Barbara S. Hoehnle
H. Dee and Myrene Hoover
Katherine House
Delia and Matthew Howard

Veronica Hubbard
Daniel and Phyllis Hug
Karen B. Hughes
Eunice and Russ Hunzelman
Richard and Judith Hupfeld
Hy-Vee Reusable Bag Program
Richard L. and Debbie J. Irvin
Jackie Jennings
Frederick and Beverly Johlin
 Johnson County United Nations
Amy and Mike Kanellis
Rui and Chiori Kano
Alan Kay and Daphne Lison
Judith Kelley
Amie Kelley
Carol Kenyon
James and Elizabeth Kerr
Mickey Key
Michael Kienzle and Susan Frye
William and Judith Knabe
Gene and Carole Knutson
Catherine Koeppen
Mitsuyoshi, Yasuko, and 

Akari Kondo
Ulla Kopp
Gloria and Edward Kottick
Kevin Kummer and Maria  

Ortega Kummer
J. Kenneth and Ruth S. Kuntz
Daniel and Kathryn Lammers
James and Catherine Lane
Anne Lannom
Jeff and Caryn Lawton
Stephanie Linnell
Yuk Ming Liu
Nathan and Mary Lohse Shepherd
Bonnie Love
Scott and April Lundquist
Chuck and Karen Lynch
Caryl Lyons
Mary Manderfeld
Susan Marks and Steve Hall
Coy Marquardt
David and Diane Martin
Tom and Wanda Martin
George and Mary Lou Matheson
Dr. John A. and Kathryn  

Ann Maxwell
Sarah Maxwell
Mary McCarthy
Mundi McCarty
Otis McGowan
Daniel and Lori McMahon
Deborah McMann
Philip and Julia Mears
Marguerite Miller
Shelley Mockler
Robert and Rosalie Moninger
Joann Moore
Peter Muir and Susan Corbin-Muir
Samuel Mullins and Susan  

Terveer-Mullins
Melissa Jane Murphy
Sarah Murray
Ann L. Nelson
Vincent and Pam Nelson
Sarah Nelson
Paul and Liz Nichols
Katharine Nicholson
Carmen and Joseph Nugent
Glen Osborn and Marbro  

Rush-Osborn
Jessica Patel
Joyce Pattschull
Jason Paulios
James and Laure Peters
Joanne Peterson
Chad and Beth Pfohl
Andrew B. Piro
Andrejs and Barbara Plakans
Jeff Portman and Gail Standig- 

Portman
Janice Prochaska
Eldon R. and Linda J. Prybil
Sharon Raffensperger
Douglas and Hillary Ramaker
Mark and Carole Ramsey
Raphael Club
Trinity Ray and Tara McKee

Janelle Rettig and Robin Butler
Christine Reynolds
Shawna Riggins
Richard and Carolyn Ritter
Edie Roberts
John S. and Paula A. Robinson
W.J. and Judith Robison
Bob and Mary Ross
Nancy Ross
Rob Rotman
James and Ann Ruby
John Ruppel
Chris and Karen Rushton
Jackie Sangster
Robert Saunders
Kaitlyn Savery
John and Elizabeth Schacht
Ron Schnack
George and Alliene Schrimper
Linda and Gene Schuchert
Milan and Helen Schulte
William and Mary Schulte
Deborah Schultz
Kay Seagren
Mary Searing
Melissa Serenda
Jennifer Seylar
Timothy Shipe and Elizabeth Moon
Reiko Shiratori
Philip and Cynthia J. Shive
Claudette Showalter
Pete and Lynn Sidwell
Richard and Rina Sjolund
Jay Sklar
Sherry Sladek
Ted and Penny Smith
Stacey and David Smith
Janet K. Smith
Joyce Smith
Kathryn Smith
Candice Smith & Adam Wittle
Ann and Terry Smothers
Mary and Eldon Snyder
Society6
Michael and Diane Sondergard
Tess Sosa
Nancy Spalj
Elsie Spilman
Sandra Springmeyer
Stan's Barber Stylists
John and Mary Helen Stefaniak
Suzi Steffen
Curtis and Nancy Steyers
Jeanne Stoakes
John R. and Elizabeth S. Stratton
Abigail Stutzman
James P. and Ginalie Swaim
Stephen and Marilyn Swanson
Camila Talamilla Rubina
Christine Taylor and Gerald Swails
Karen Teigland
Janiece Thein
Leanne Thomas
Arlys Joy Thompson
Katrina Tiitsman
Robert and Rita Tomanek
A.K. and Chuck Traw
Stephen and Nan Trefz
George Tresnak
Jim and Grace Tully
Kenneth and Julie Urmie
Elizabeth Vandenberg
Peter C. and Dee Vanderhoef
Michael and Susan Wall
Jack and Laurie Waller-Gaiser
Jeffrey Wallerich and Debra  

McFall-Wallerich
Brett Watson
Marcia Wegman
Patricia Weir
Jon and Jennifer Whitmore
Joel and Cathy Wilcox
Arron Wings
Marilyn Wirtz
Steve and Jane Woodhouse
Michael Woodhouse
Nancy York
Maureen Young
Susan Young

Joseph F. Ziegler
In-Kind Donors
Derek Adams
Bread Garden Market
Corridor Celebrations
Asa Crowe
Martika Daniels
DeLuxe Cakes & Pastries
Carol DeProsse
Melody Dworak
Byron and Mariah Edgington
Catherine and Brad Erickson
Beth Gauger
GreenState Credit Union
Kyujin Han
Mark and Wendy Henrichs
Sha Huang
Murray Hunter
Hy-Vee
Iowa City Downtown District
Iowa Women's Foundation
KCJJ 1630 AM Radio
Marilyn Kempnich
Ronald Knoche
Sam and Marjorie Kuperman
Lyz Lenz
Anne and Bryan Mangano
Peter and Nicole Maurus
Kats Mendoza
Arnold and Meenal Menezes
Marcia A. Murphy
Jenny Noyce and Wesley Beary
Lonny and Julie Pulkrabek
Daniel and Kathryn Runde
Aaron and Shana Schaefer
 Smithsonian Center for Folklife 

& Cultural Heritage
Victoria Solursh Estate
Mary Steele
Erik Therme
Jim Throgmorton and Barbara Eckstein
Nathan Timmel
Tru Art
David and Kathleen Wilder
Chester and Joanne Woodman
Hillary Yeager

Gifts in Honor
Donna Angell
Rose Barbara Baldwin
Susan Brown
Ellen Buchanan
Karen Chappell
The Children's Room Staff
Allison Crawford
Lucy David
Ellie Densen
Dylan Domke
Bond Drager
Karlen Fellows
Karen Gordon
Archie Greene
Doug and Karyn Hempel
Josie Hermiston
Robyn Hermiston
Chris and Anne Hussey
Tom Jordan
Mary Lea Kruse
Marjorie Kuperman
Matthew Lundberg
Mary Lou Matheson
Nicki Maurus
Patty McCarthy
Stacey McKim
Daniel Morgan
The Moyers Family
The Moyers Stone Family
Isla Passmore
Dana Reisman
Diane Rogers
Hannah Sandler
Curt and Shirley Schroeder
A.K. Traw
Charles Van Tassel
Kirsten Winter
The Wonderful Iowa City 

Community
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Your Gifts Grow ICPL
Give everyone great library experiences with your financial 
donation to the Iowa City Public Library Friends Foundation. 
Every donated dollar makes a difference. Thank you for giving 
as generously as you can!

Giving is Easy!

Online - Visit icpl.org/donate to use your credit card for a 
monthly or one-time donation.

Mail - Deliver or mail this completed form with a check pay-
able to Iowa City Public Library (ICPL) Friends Foundation. 
Mail to ICPL Development Office, 123 S. Linn St, Iowa City 
IA 52240-1803. 

Text - iclibrary to 366283

Payroll deduction - Employees  of the City of Iowa City, 
Johnson County, The University of Iowa, or other local pub-
lic and private employers can donate through Iowa Shares 
by naming "Iowa City Public Library Friends Foundation" 
at bit.ly/IAshares

Questions? Please contact development@icpl.org or call 319-356-5200.

Enclosed is my/our contribution of $

Literary Circle
$2,500 and more  
Publisher’s Circle
$1,000-$2,499
Editor’s Circle
$500-$999 

Author’s Circle $250-$499 

Reader’s Circle $100-$249

Book Lovers $50-$99

Bookplate $1-$49

name(s)

Breaking your gift into smaller  
monthly donations really 
adds up! Donate $10 or more 
a month to join our Reader's 
Circle Friend Group! Donate 
$100 a month to join our  
Publisher's Circle.


